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New World and Telegraph-On Line Motoring Editor, Jafa Raza, goesto the South of France
with its echoes of by-gone American men of letters, particularly Fitzgerald and Hemingway, for
the launch of thefifth generation of an icon

What makes the Chevrolet
Corvette the World’'s
Car?

best-selling

So you are surprised that the world's best selling
sports car is not Japanese or German, but quintes-
sentially American. Frankly, | myself, in common
with some of my colleagues at the Corvette launch
in the French Riviera, were not au fait with this pal-
atable fact. There would have been cause for anti-
American envy afew years back, but this has given
way, abeit reluctantly, to an acceptance that with-
out the formidable American industrial presence
here, especially in motor manufacture, the British
economy would be the poorer.

hereisanother factor.
Most of us are no
longer parish pump

villagers, we areeither fully-
fledged, or unenthusiastic
citizens of the global uni-
verse. But none of this af-
fected our judgement of the
Corvette. The origin of the
car was irrelevant. Our first
task wasto establish whether
the Corvettecouldliveuptoits

fabuloushilling.

Two other famous stable
mates of the Corvette, the
Chevrolet Camaro, the
Chevrolet Blazer and the
Cadillac Seville were all
equally inviting in the car
park outside our hotel, | did
not conceal our eagerness to
grab aCorvette beforethe oth-
ersdid.

The 2000 Corvetteisthefifth
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generaionof anaristocraticand
polished breed.

Its makers describe it as a
“muscular two-seater sports
car’. It first appeared in the
1950s. Most film buffs and
admirersof the American way
of life may not know much
about cars, but they have seen
so much of the Corvette on
screen that they may be able
totell you athing or two about
itsthrilling performance.
The much-loved Chevrolet
‘small block’ engine powers
thelatest Corvette. Chevrolet
engineers tell us that the
‘small block’ is mounted be-
hind thefront axleto optimise
weight distribution. The
manual version of the Cor-
vette leaps from 0-62mph in
5.2 seconds. It hasatop speed
of 169mph. Their American
ownersmust befrustrated by the
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strict 55mph limit on the mo-
torways. They can do little
about it becausethe American
police take a grave view of
speeding. Itislikely that the
affluent ownersof the Corvette
sportsmode vent their frustra-
tionson privately owned rac-
ingtracks!

The car is not indifferent to
the environment. It has two
catalytic converters. You
have a choice of six-speed
manual or four-speed elec-
tronic automatic transmis-
sion.

My long-standing complaint
about most sports carsisthat
they are uncomfortable, and
therideisfar from pleasant.
Perhaps thisis because they
aremodelled on authenticrac-
ing carswheretheemphasison
discomfort seemsdeliberate,
obvioudy towonderfully con-

centratethe mind of thedriver!
The Corvette' sdesignersand
engineers have skilfully
eliminated the discomfort
syndrome. It probably hasthe
best ride, handling and road
holding in the business. Cer-
tainly that was my exhilarat-
ing experience at top speeds
on open French roads, where
they are not as fussy as the
Americans about speed vio-
lations. For this highly civi-
lised level of comfort, we
must be thankful to the crea-
tors of the car’s ingenious
suspension. This has inde-
pendent double wishbones,
front and rear. Corvette engi-
neers point out that the front
upper control arms are made
of wrought aluminium; therest
of cast aloys. The company
holdsthe patent on Corvette's

Continued on page 10
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synthetic cantilever springs,
which are mounted crossways
at front and rear.

As for the superb handling
and smooth ride, they can be
attributed to the adroit tuning
of springs and dampers. GM
engineerspoint out: “TheCor-
vette buyer can order variable

shock detection, with achoice
of three different settings -
Tour, Sport and Perform-
ance. Thesystemreactstothe
vehicle smovementssothat at
high speedsthe dampersauto-
maticaly switchtoarigidbias.
Speed sensitive servo steering
further enhancesthe Corvette's

gporty handling.”

What about the all-important
safety factor? The Corvette's
elaborate safety measureswill
only helpwhenyou drive sen-
sibly, not like a maniac. The
normd wedll-adjusted driver will
find much comfortin ABSand
traction control, which are

standard. Youalso have®An
ActiveHandling System” asan
option. Thisisaclever elec-
tronic device, which dedswith
over steer or understeer by se-
lectively applying the brakes
andthrottleto keep the car on
anevenked.

TheCorvetteisavailableasa

full convertible, or asacoupe
T-top. Atthemomentitisonly
availableinleft-hand drivefor
thegoodreasonthatitisselling
like hot cakesand GM haveto
pull out all the stopsfor aEu-
rope clamouring for the Cor-
vette. The Japanesearesaidto
bededighted withthe Corvette.

TheHistory of the Corvette

The 1950’'s The
Biginning

The Corvette debuted in
January of 1953 asashow car
inthe GM Motorama. It was
astylishtwo-seat convertible,
designed to show the world
that GM could create asports
car to competewith European
nameplates like Jaguar and
MG. All 1953 Corvettes
were Polo Whitewithredin-
teriors.

The response to the
Motorama show car was
overwhelmingly positive,
and production began that
June in Fint, Michigan. It
would change the landscape
of the American road for-
ever.

The 1953 Corvettes were
built by hand and appeared
nearly identical to the
Motorama car. They were
powered by the existing
Chevrolet 235-cu.-in. 6-cyl-
inder engine that was modi-
fied with a three-carburetor
design and dua exhaust to
give it more sports car-like
performance. Named the
Blue Flame Special, thisen-
gine generated 150 horse-
power, and it was teamed
with a 2-speed Powerglide
automatic transmission. This
powertrain, however, did not
live up to the performance
expectations of sports car
buyers. Although sales
climbed to 3640 units in
1954, they fell off dramati-
cally tojust 700 in 1955 set-
ting off rumorsthat Corvette
might be a short-lived auto-
motive experiment. But Zora

Arkus-Duntov had different
idess.

Arkus-Duntov, an engineer on
the Corvetteteam since 1953
and a former European road
racer, set out to give Corvette
thetwo thingsit needed most
— better performance and
better handling. Corvette's
evolution into atrue sportscar
beganin 1955 whena265-cu.-
in. V8 that generated 195
horsepower was offered; and
by theend of themode year, a
3-speed manual transmission
wasalsoavailable.

In 1955, driving a prototype
V8-powered Corvette, Zora
Arkus-Duntov set a new
record in the Daytona“ Mea-
sured Mil€e’ at just over 150
miles per hour.

Corvette received its first
major styling updatein 1956.
Changesincluded an all-new
body with “scooped out”
sides, outside door handles,
roll-up windows and an op-
tional removable hardtop.
Corvette got a performance
boost to go along with its
stylingin 1957. The 283-cu.-
in. V8wasmodified with fuel
injection to produce an un-
precedented 283 horsepower,
and a new 4-speed manual
transmission was offered as
a $188 option — making
Corvette one of thefirst cars
in the world to mate a fuel-
injected V8 engine with a 4-
speed manual gearbox.
Corvette lit up the streetsin
1958 in more ways than one.
Thefuel-injected 283-cu.-in.
V8 was now producing up to
290 horsepower, and
Corvette's new body design
featured four headlights.

The 1960’'s Gain-
ing Momentum

In 1960, Corvette production
topped the 10,000 mark for
thefirst time. It wasnow carv-
ing out a solid niche in the
market and becoming apart of
Americanculture.

In each year between 1960
and 1962, performance and
styling enhancements madeit
more and more appealing to
a wide variety of buyers.
1961 was the first year for
Corvettetrademark quad tail-
lights. In 1962, engine dis-
placement was increased to
327 cu. in. and top horse-
power was up to 360.

But the most exciting
changes were still a year
away.

In 1963, Chevrolet unveiled
its al-new Corvette Coupe
and Convertible models —
the Sting Rays. Thiswasthe
first time Corvettewas avail-
able as a hardtop coupe
model as well as the tradi-
tional convertible. Both cars
featured an all-new body de-
sign that was significantly
trimmer and more stylish
than the previous generation.
It was aso the first year for
concealed headlamps. The
chassis was al new as well,
including anindependent rear
suspension.

The 1963 Sting Ray Coupe
featured a split rear-window
design, but it was replaced
with asingle-piece rear win-
dow in 1964 because owners
complained about visibility.
Today, a 1963 split-window
Coupe is a cherished prize
among collectors.

The Sting Rays were the au-
tomotive successstory of the
year. Chevrolet had to add a
second shift to its St. Louis,
Missouri assembly plant to
keep up with demand, and
dealersreported ownerswait-
ing months for their cars to
be built. By the end of the
model year, Corvette produc-
tion would surpass the
20,000-unit milestone.

The Sting Rays continued the
Corvette evolution through
the mid-1960s. In 1965, the
396-cu.-in. “Big Block” V8
was available in Corvette. It
wasrated at 425 horsepower.
Four-wheel disc brakeswere
also made standard, although
buyers could choose drum
brakesasacost-del ete option
whilesuppliesof partslasted.
In 1967, the limited-produc-
tion L88 Corvette was offi-
cially rated at 430 horse-
power, although some Cor-
vette historians believe that
figure was artificially low.
Only 20 of the L88 Corvettes
were built.

The all-new 1968 Corvette
wasdramatically differentin
appearance from any other
Corvette. Bearing a striking
resemblance to Chevrolet’'s
“Mako Shark 11" concept ve-
hicle, it literally changed the
way people looked at cars.
Alongwithitsbold new look,
the 1968 Corvettes intro-
duced hidden windshield
wipers and removable T-
Tops on Coupe models. In
1968, Corvette production hit
anew record of 28,566. Cor-
vette received its most radi-
cal styling change in 1968,
and this basic body design

would continueto evolvefor 15
years.

The 1970's A
Time of Change

The 1970s were a time of
great change for Corvette.
While alate production start
for the 1970 model year pre-
vented thefirst carsfromroll-
ing off the assembly line un-
til January, sales rebounded
in 1971 and continued to
climb. But at the same time,
outsideforces, such astheail
embargo and increasing gov-
ernment regulations, were
having animpact on Corvette
performance.

The original high-perfor-
mance LT1 engine, a350-cu.-
in. “Small Block,” wasintro-
duced in 1970. It generated
370 horsepower. That year,
the “Big Block” displace-
ment was increased to 454
cu. in., and was rated at 390
horsepower in the LS5 ver-
sion.

In 1971, a special-purpose
“Big Block” V8 was avail-
ablethat produced 425 horse-
power. But 1971 wasthe last
year for “gross’ horsepower
ratings. Theindustry changed
to a“net” rating system that
accounted for the exhaust
system, vehicle accessories
and other components. It pro-
vided a truer measure of an
engine's performance and is
still used today.

The Convertible model was
dropped at the end of the
1975 model year. The next
Corvette Convertible would
not be available until 1986.
In 1977, Corvette hit the 1/2-
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million milestone as the
500,000th car rolled off the
assembly line. Leather seats
were standard for the first
time, although buyers could
choose cloth asano-cost op-
tion. Production reached
49,213 units.

Corvette celebrated its 25th
anniversary in 1978 and, in
recognition of thisevent, was
selected to be the Official
Pace Car of the Indianapolis
500. Two special models
were produced for public sale
— a Pace Car appearance
edition and a specia Silver
Anniversary paint package.
In 1979, Corvette production
hit 53,807 units — a record
that till stands today.

The 1980 sAntici-
pation

Sales of Corvette remained
strongintheearly ' 80s. It was
clearly now a part of the
American fabric, attracting
buyers with its rich heritage
and dramatic styling.

There were no 1983 Cor-
vettes produced for public
sae, but 43 pilot models of
the new-generation Corvette
werebuiltin 1983 for testing
purposes. Today, one of those
1983 pilotsisondisplay at the

Corvette Assembly Plant in
Bowling Green, Kentucky. The
rest were scrapped.
Chevrolet introduced thefirst
all-new Corvette since 1968.
It featured an al-new body
design, a double-wishbone
front suspension and five-
link independent rear suspen-
sion teamed with Goodyear
Gatorback unidirectional
tires. Inside, the cockpit sur-
rounded the driver and fea-
tured advanced electronicin-
strumentation. Theintroduc-
tion of the 1984 Corvettewas
one of the most eagerly
awaited vehicle announce-
mentsin recent history. It was
named Motor Trends* Car of
The Year.”

For 1986, the Corvette Con-
vertible was back! To cel-
ebrate the convertible’s re-
turn, Corvette again paced
the Indy 500 and all convert-
ibles were designated Pace
Car replicas. Theevolution of
Corvette asaworld-class per-
formance car also continued
with the addition of new stan-
dard 4-wheel ABS, an in-
crease in maximum horse-
power to 230 fromits 5.7 Li-
ter V8 and continued suspen-
sion fine-tuning. The PASS-
Key" theft-deterrent system

was also added as standard
equipment onall models.
Corvette handling made great
strides in 1989 with the Per-
formance Handling Package
becoming standard equip-
ment, along with new 17-
inch wheels and tires. The
Selective Ride Control ad-
justable suspension system
was also introduced — al-
lowing driversto choose be-
tween three different operat-
ing modes. *“Touring,”
“Sport” and “Performance.”
A new 6-speed manual trans-
mission was also offered,
giving drivers added ability
to maximize the Corvette
power range.

The1990's Surge
In Performance

ZR-1 roared to life in 1990
with an al-new 375 horse-
power LT5 engine under its
hood. Designed in acoopera-
tive effort between General
Motors and Lotus, the LTS's
dual overhead cam, 32-valve
design made Corvettethetalk
of the automotive world. To
help distinguish the appear-
ance of the ZR-1 from stan-
dard Corvette Coupes, it was
given an al-new convex rear

fascia and quad rectangular
tallights. All Corvettesreceived
a new cockpit design that
included digital readoutsand
analog gauges as well as a
driver air bag. The maximum
horsepower of the standard
L 98 engine was increased to
250.

Corvette received styling re-
finements for 1991 that in-
cluded wrap-around front
parking/cornering lamps,
new side-panel louversand a
ZR-1 style convex rear fas-
ciaonall models. To help dif-
ferentiate thelook of the ZR-
1, its center high-mounted
stop lamp remained on the
roof, while it was integrated
into the rear fascia on both
Coupe and Convertible.
Corvette performance contin-
ued to grow in 1992 with the
introduction of the second-
generation LT1 — putting a
300-horsepower engine back
inthe standard Corvette. The
engine was designated LT1
becauseit wasthefirst Chevy
“Small Block” to surpassthe
horsepower of the original
LT1 in 1970. The Accelera
tion Slip Regulation (ASR)
system and Goodyear GS-C
asymmetrical tireswere also
introduced as standard equip-

ment. ZR-1 received aZR-1
badge onthesidesof itsclam
shell hood. The one-millionth
Corvettewasbuilt on July 2,
1992in Bowling Green, Ken-
tucky.

For 1993, LT5 output was
boosted to 405 horsepower,
and aspecid 40th Anniversary
package wasavailableon all
models. PassveKeylessEntry
(PKE) was also added as
standard equipment.

The cockpit of Corvette was
transformed for 1994 with a
new single-piece instrument
panel, a front-passenger air
bag, and new door panels.
Both the standard and Sport
seats were also restyled, and
leather seatsbecame standard
equipmen.

Themost noticeablechangeon
the 1995 Corvette was the
revised gill panel design. This
also marked the last year for
theZR-1. Corvette served as
the Officia 1995 Indianapolis
500 Pace Car.
Twodistinctive Corvettesare
part of the 1996 lineup: the
Grand Sport and Collector
Edition. Both celebratetherich
heritage of the Corvette, and
mark the end of the current
style. The new optiona LT4
engineisintroduced (required
on Grand Sport).

Corvette American Legend: The Beginning

uthor Noland Adams
Is highly regarded
within the Corvette

community for hiscarefully re-
searched and meticuloudly de-
tailed reference books about
1953 through 1967 Corvetts.
The Complete Corvette Res-
toration & Technical GuideVol
1. 1953-1962 and The Com-
plete Corvette Restoration &
Technical GuideVol 2. 1963-
1967 are serious reading for
seriousrestorers and enthusi -
asts.

In his latest book, Corvette
Americanl egend: TheBegin-
ning, Adamstellsthe story of
the 1953 Corvette. Thoughjust
asdetailed and thoroughly re-
searched ashisRestoration and

Technical Guides, thisbook is
much easier to read. In fact,
Adams perhaps takes a cue
from M.F. Dobbins, another
well respected Corvetteauthor.
The Beginning is filled with
black and white archive pho-
tographs showing step-by-step
detailsof theassembly process
and introduction of the 1953
Corvette. Each photographis
paired with adescriptive cap-
tion, many of whicharelengthy
and containwonderful tidbitsof
useful information.

The Beginning contains 18
chapters, which tracethe 1953
Corvette from its conception
through its development and
production, all theway to its
forma introduction to the pub-

lic. Thelast chapter isdevoted
to the advertisementsand pro-
motional photos GM used to
launchitsnew sportscar tothe
public.

This hardbound book is ap-
proximately 8%2x 11inchesin
ahorizonta format, andisap-
proximately 1-inchthick. List
priced at £24.95, Corvette
AmericanL egend: TheBegin-
ning competeswith the many
coffee-table books about Cor-
vette, but offers a whole lot
more than most inthe way of
detailed historical information.
Thisisan excellent book for
any Corvette enthusiast’s li-
brary.

Thelargered number 1inthe
lower right corner of the cover

orvette »

AMERICAN LEGENI:“

suggests that Adams may be
planning to add other titlesin
thefuture. Let’shopehedoes!

Corvette American Legend :
TheBeginningisavalableonline

from Amazon Books for
£17.47, a30% discount off list.

WWw.amazon.com
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2000 Chevrolet Corvette

Thefavorite sportscar for the
milleneum

The Chevrolet Corvette is a
two-seater sportscar available
as a hard top coupe, a hatch-
back coupe, and aconvertible.
Thishigh performance sports
car hasendured while some of
its closest competitors have
been discontinued. Thoughitis
alow sdesvolumevehicleinthe
Chevrolet lineup, itisthehigh-
et performancevehiclesold by
General Motors. Nearly 75%

_-,.__,_p..-_-ﬂ._._ -

Ay ‘
Tashe A -

of Corvette buyers are men
withasignificant number hav-
ing graduated from college.
Most buyers areprimarily pro-
fessionals or managers. The
function of the Corvetteisper-
formance; each part of the car
being designed for maximum
performancerelating to accel-
eration, braking and handling.
TheCorvetteoffersahighlevel

of comfort with such standard
featuresasleather seating sur-
faces, air conditioning and
power door locks and win-
dows. Originaly introduced as
aproduction car in 1953, the
Corvetteistheoldest surviving
namein American performance
carsto date. The C5 Corvette
incorporates many new pro-
ductiontechniquesincludinga
hydro-formed chassis, full

length perimeter frame and
flexible sheet-molded com-
pound body panels. The 2000
isacarryover with minor revi-
sonsincluding upgradestothe
Z51 suspension and new 5-
spokeduminumwheds.

Major Standard Features in-
cludeAir conditioning, Driver
side airbag, Passenger side
arbag, Alloy whed's, Anti-lock
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Your dream Corvette startsright here.

1. COUPE TRUNK CA-
PACITY —There sactually
moreroom for luggage than
you'dfindinmost full-gzese-
dans — an impressive 24.8
cubicfeet.
2.COUPEREMOVABLE
ROOF PANEL
Alightweight, one-piecepand.
Latchesare easy to use, and
no special tool is required.
Choose from a standard
body-color panel, an optional
transparent roof panel, or
both.
3.HEAD-UPDISPLAY —
Programthisoptiontodisplay
avariety of ussful information
(including vehicle speed and
enginerpm) onthewindshield
for fast viewing.

4. CONVERTIBLE TOP

— Includes aglass rear win-
dow with integral electric
defogger. Top colorsareBlack,
Light Oak or White, depend-
ing on exterior color selected.

5. ACTIVE HANDLING
OPTION — Corvette Active
Handlingworkswith ABSand
Traction Control to help en-
hancevehiclehandlingin cor-
nering Stuations.

6. CENTER CONSOLE —
A lockable storage compart-
ment (with cassette or CD
holder) and a cup holder are
closeat hand.

7. OPTIONAL MEMORY
PACKAGE* — “Remem-
bers’ pre-set positionsfor cli-
mate control, seat, mirror, ra-
dioand (if you also select this
option) power telescoping

steering column. Great for

househol dswith morethan one
driver.
8. MANUAL TILT

WHEEL/POWER TEL-
ESCOPING STEERING
COLUMN* — This option
combinesthe standard manual
Tilt-Whed festurewith apower
tel escoping column.

9. CONVERTIBLE
TRUNK — Afully enclosed,
lockable trunk is standard.
Cargo volume is 13.9 cubic
feet withthetopintheup pos-
tion (11.2 cubic feet with the
top down).
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brakes, Anti-theft vehicle,
Cruisecontrol, Rear defogger,
Keylessentry unlock, Power
locks, Power mirrors, Heated
side mirror, Power steering,
Power windows, AM/FM ra-
dio, Cassette, Anti-theft radio,
Driver power seats, Leather
seets, Tachometer, Tilt Seering,
Traction control, Automatic
transmisson

/

advanced automobiles.

Sophisticated safety technology
Itswhat you expect from one of thewor|d’smost

The comprehensive safety packagein every 2000 Cor-
vetteincludes standard occupant-protection features
such asdriver and passenger air bags, energy-absorb-
ing front and rear crush zones and safety-cage con-
structionwith integral sidedoor beams.

Equally important are Corvette's many standard
crash-avoidancefeatures, including Daytime Running
Lamps, afour-whed antilock brakesystem (ABS) and
Traction Control. Corvetteisa so oneof thefew sports
carsintheworldto offer the advancedstability tech-
nology of Active Handling (optional).

Sandard personal security featuresin every Cor-
vetteincludeaRemote K eylessEntry system, atotally
passivetheft-deterrent systemwith ahornaarm, and
power door lockswith alockout protection feature.

J
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“Seeing beyond you headlights may save your life” says motoring correspondent Jafar Raza as he gives
the thumbs up to Cadillac’'s new innovative safety feature, launched in Cap Farrat afew weeks ago.

Cadillac’s vision into the future

Picturethis. You are driving down anarrow country
lane. It's dark, wet and headlights from an oncom-
ing vehicle havetemporarily blinded you. During this
moment of blindness, a fox darts in front of your
car andyou hitit. Thefox iskilled outright. Damage
to your car looks minimal, but it will cost you over
£1000 to repair. It could have been worse, but then
again, had you been driving aCadillac, it could have

been avoided completely.

General Motor’s premium
brand has always attracted
plenty of attention. Born in
1903, Cadillac has constantly
introduced leading innovations
such asinterchangeabl e parts,
syncromesh transmissionsand
stabilitrak. In 1999, Cadillacis
introducing another leadingin-
novation, it’scalled Night Vi-
sonandit couldjust savealife.
Integrated into the Cadillac
Seville'sgrille, Night Vision
usesacamerato scantheroad
aheadto providethedriver with
an extended view of theroad
beyond the cars headlamps.
Effectively atherma imaging
device, thecameracreatespic-
turesby detecting heat omitted
frommoving objectsinfront of
thecar. It cantherefore detect
the heat from humans, deer,
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other vehiclesand our afore-
mentioned fox.

Toalert thedriver of amoving
object, animageisdisplayed
on the windscreen by a head
up display (HUD). This en-
suresthedriver will dwaysbe
focused on theroad rather than
onadisplay screeninsidethe
cabin. Looking likeablack and
white photo negative, theHUD
shows hotter objectsaswhite
and cooler objectsin black.
Thedectronic modulethat con-
trolsNight Vison'scamerawas
developed by Raytheon Sys-
tems. Inside the module is a
small disk, which rotates at
1800 rpm. Thisactsasashut-
ter for the camera, which gen-
erates 30 stillsasecond. Kept
at constant room temperature,
Cadillac say the module can
detect surrounding hest differ-
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encesassmall as0.3 Celsius.
They alsoboast that * Night Vi-
sonremainsfully functiond at
outside temperaturesranging
from minus 40 degreesto 75
degreesC.’

NightVisonisasmartinnova
tionby Cadillac. Wantingtoin-
creaseitsdiceof the European
[uxury car market, Cadillacrec-
ognised the benefit of infra-red
technology to help night-time
driving. In Europeasawhole,
around 45% of al accidents

o

Low Beam
Hange

occur during darkness. Yet
only oneaghthof trafficoccurs
between the hoursof 8pmand
6am. Thus, Cadillac’smotiva-
tion behind devel oping Night
Vision camefromtheneed to
increaseadriver’sfiddof sght
beyond the headlights. Good
thinking Cadillac. Sorry Volvo,
thisisone cool safety device
youdidn'tinvent.

Night Vision is so powerful,
Cadillaccdamsit ‘enablesdriv-
ers to see between three and

Cadillac’ 00 Seville ST Fitted with Night Vision Heat seeking sensors behind front grille

High Beam

Migh
Vision
Hange
Range

fivetimesfurther than would
normally be the case with
sandard headlights . Thusgiv-
ing thedriver moretimetore-
act tothe danger ahead.
Cadillac’sdirect pricecompeti-
torsincludetheBMW 5and 7
series, Jaguar’s X Jseriesand
the MercedesE-class. Itisnot
inconceivablethat thisclientee
would want aninnovation like
Night Visonontherway home
fromthe Operatotheir Surrey
home.

Withitssvelteexterior, luxury
interior andtechnologicaly ad-
vanced Northstar engine, Night
Visionisjust another feather in
the Cadillac Seville'scap—or
rather, it's owners cap. And
given that BMW'’s, Jaguar’s
and Mercedes' are almost
commonplaceinthisbrand’s
target market, owning a
Cadillacisnot just aconversa-
tionpiece, it'sabraggingright.
It'slittlesurprisethen Cadillac's
advertisement at this year’s
London Motor Show was
‘Don't stay in the dark. Dis-
cover oneof themost innova-
tiveluxury saloonsin Europe
today: the Cadillac Seville, and
savethefoxes.

New Word Motoring Supplement January 28 2000



6. -MOTORING

Jafar Raza reports on New World's Car of the Year

The Peugeot 406 issupremeinitsclass. There are many impressive contenders but we had no hesitation in making our decision.
This was not influenced by the many prestigious awards the 406 has very deservedly accumulated, but by its outstanding
qualitiesinevery essential department

The New Peugeot 406: Beneficiary
of a Thousand engineering Changes

Itissuperbly styled and drives
likeadream. Pininfarinawere
entrusted with thetask of re-
styling and they have accom-
plished the task with artistic
aplomb. Over one thousand
changes engineering changes
includetwo new engineswith

even higher sandardsof safety.
Theobject of therestylingwas
to preserve and capitalize on
theeeganceof theorigind de-
sgnwith somedeft, daring and
seductivechangestothesaloon
and the estate. The 406 coupe
remains untouched, probably

becauseitslegion of admirers
ishappy withit and would re-
gard even slight cosmetic
touchesassacrilegious. All 406
modd shavedtriking new whed
trimsor new aloy wheels.

There are six models in the
range: L,LX,GLX, GTX, Ex-

ecutiveand V6.

A new generation of petrol en-
gines, the EW with an ally
crankcasehasgreetly improved
the performance and consump-
tion of the 406. Thatisasig-
nificant devel opment whenyou
consider that the 406 havefor

PEUGEOT 406: Smarter than aSMART bomb —now possibleto monitor oil level before starting the engine and the distanceto
be covered beforethe next service, all onthe dashboard - A car withahigh1Q

most of itsexistence hasbeen
abrilliant exemplar inthisre-
gard.

The 406s have by 5 speed
manual gear boxesor 4 speed
automatic boxesgoverned by
an electronic control system
known as* auto-adaptive’. One
of thequalitiesthat inour view
make the 406 such aremark-
able car isthe silken smooth-
nessof gear change. Thisisef-
fortless, gentleand precise, a
technical marvel, which com-
binedwithglorioushandlingand
immeaculateroad holding, trans-
port oneto new heightsof driv-
ing ecstasy.

TheABSand el ectronic brak-
ing system arestandard. This,
Peugeot say, not only divides
the braking force between the
front and rear axlesbut when
braking on corners, dividesthe
force between thetwo wheels
ontherear axleto benefit the
outer wheel which carriesthe
most load. Thecar remindsone
of the observation made of the
syleand techniqueof theillus-
triousBjorn Borg, theiceman
of tennisby another genius, llie
Nastase. TheRomaniansaid of
Borg: “He does not play ten-
nis, he playssomething else.’

Satellite-assisted
navigation
Thiscomplete system guides
thedriver to the destination of
his/her choice by providing
visual directions on a screen
and vocal indicationsover the
vehicle's car radio. What's
more, itsfeatures- aGPS an-
tenna(which provideslocdiza
tion by satellite), agyrometer
(which continuoudy transmits
the vehicle s direction to the
system) and aCD-Rom player

(which storestheroad maps) -
ared| totally integrated.
Automaticintelligent
gear box

By adapting to your way of
driving, thisgearbox cutsback
on fuel consumption. It
andyzesbothyour drivingstyle
andtheenvironment, then shifts
gearsaccordingly.

The HDI Common rail 110
horsepower engine was de-
signed by Peugeot engineers

for improved comfort. The
roller-and-pawl valvedriving
system reduces vibrations to
accelerator pedal at low revs,
to reduce discomfort in your
legs.

New featuresfor
Added safety:
Ahigh-yidddriver'sairbagand
aconical airbag were created
for better shock absorptionto

prevent whiplash
andectronic brake proportion-

ingvaveindividuadly manages
the many parameters (load,
adhesion, trgjectory) of each
whedl’sbraking pressure
A new RD2 car stero system
with a removable-face CD
player
New features

for added power :
A new 2.0-litregasenginefor
more power, moretorque, and
lessfud consumption
A modul ated-power steering

which adaptsto the car’sdriv-
ing conditionsand respondsto
changesinengine speed

New features

for added style:
A ribbed hood and a honey-
combradiator grill (instead of
bars) Bumperswith chromein-
serts- Diamond headlightswith
smooth glas, A redesigned
trunk hood
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The PeerlessYaris!

Robert Govender isgrateful to Toyota' sYarisfor giving him one of the most
exhilarating driving experiencesin histwo decadesasa motoring correspondent.

Nothing special or extraordi-
nary about this, it happensto
most motoring writers who
manage to stay a similar
course. | have test driven
about 2000 cars of most
makes on British and Euro-
pean roadsduring alongand
rewarding career. As | ad-
vance, or regress, towardsthe
twilight years| nostalgically
look back at some beautiful
moments.

| shal dwaysvividly remem-
ber the undisputed champion
of the small car sector, the
perfectand pugnaciousYaris,
a lapidary Toyota achieve-
ment.

The normally taciturn. Dr.
Shei Toyoda, Director of
Toyota Motor Corporation,
who can teach the Englisha
thing or two about understate-
ment, is emphatic about the
very specia Yarisqualities:
“Yarisisan extremely impor-
tant car for usin Toyota. It will
be the core model of our

growth strategy in Europe. Itis
atruly modern compact car,
whichrecognizesthetransport
challengesof the 21¢ century.
YarisisaEuropean car, built
without compromise and with
a clear human dimension. It
uses advanced technology,
clever design and modernen-
gineering to deliver new stand-
ards. ...... ”

When it waslaunched on the
European compact car market,
it revealed someraredttributes:
compact body but large inte-
rior gpace; high technology en-
ginewithvarigblevavetiming;
practical and appealing centre
information display and effec-
tive active and passive safety
features.

It certainly hascharacter. | had
the Yarisfor aweek, but that
was enough for me to be se-
duced by itsitsmagnetic spell.
| have never been seduced so
effortlessly before! Lots of
power, wonderful stability, and
sheer ecstasy todrive. My only

complaint isthat for so majes-
ticacar, theYarishasawimp
of what, we in India, call a
“hooter. It is embarrassingly
feeble. Toyota should do
something about that and give
ita“hooter” worthy of one of
thefinest carsever toleavea
Toyotafactory, perhgpsany car
fectory.

Toyota, once supremeintheir
field, hashad to contend with
somefierce competition, par-
ticularly inthe compact sector.
About 12 yearsago, | bought
aStarlet, forwhich | hadahigh
regard. The Starlet was the
object of much praise by the
pressand thebuying public. But
clearly, with somany ablenew-
comersonthefield, Toyotahad
todo something different. They
obvioudy gavemuchthought to
the new job and aimed for the
highest standardsin every de-
partment. They have hit the
jackpot with the Yaris. | am
glad some other perceptive
motoring correspondentstake

asimilar view. Onechapona
Sunday paper was, hot long
ago, consdering namingit his
paper’scar of theyear.
Thismost seductivecar, struc-
turally and aestheticaly in a
classof itsown, deservessuch
an accolade.
TheYarishassomevery sound
safety features, and fuel
economy to please Scrooge!
The prudent buyer will alsobe
interested in the Yaris Peace
of Mind package.
Thisincludesregular Hedlth &
Safety checksby Toyotaded -
ers.Ah! | hear you say, given
that dealersarenot dwaysthe
most helpful people in the
world, and that some havethe
ethical outlook of East End
barrow boys, isthe packaged
not abit fanciful? Toyotaisin
earnest about their Peace of
Mind package and | don’'t
think the company isgoingto
takeafrivolousview of deal-
erswhodon’'t deliver.
Warranty is unrivaled in its

class—three years or 60,000
milesfor mechanicd parts, anti-
corrosion perforation for 12
years. Toyotaclaim that serv-
icing cogsare“minima.” And
they mean what they say —the
Yariswill need afull service
only once every 20,000 miles.
Interimoil changeevery 10,000
milesor oneyear takesjust 30
minutes.

TheYarishasoneof thelarg-
edinteriorsinitsdivison. Smal
car, big, brave heart. To sum
up alow meto use a boxing
maxim | picked 50 years ago
when| wasstill at varsity: “ A
good little‘ unwill beat aheavy
‘unany day.” Thisreferredto
the matchlessexploitsof the
truly marvel ous Henry Hank
Armstrong who held three
worldtitlessmultaneoudy, the
featherweight, lightweight and
welterweight. That record till
stands. TheYarisistherein-
carnation of theincomparable
Henry inanother guise!
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T he marriage was al
ready ontherocksbut
thestraw that brokethe
camel’s back was the
Mitsubishi Pajero, better
knownin Britain asthe Shogun.
Thiswasareal lifedramaas
entrancing assomewell made
soaps. It had two star names,
theruling Prime Minister and
her scientist husband. It was
dsovery un-Asaninthatitwas
avery publicdisplay of marital
discord. Asiansjust don’t like
washingdirty lineninpublic.
For dl their piousclamsto up-
holding family vaues, they are
not beyond reproach. Their
marriages, though far lesfre-
quently than others, aso prove
tobeordeal by fire.

When SheikhHasina, long de-

Shogun drives
a per manent wedge between

a Prime Minister and her husband

THE SHOGUN: More than a touch of class; it is ssimply smothered by it.

nied by gerrymandering and
fraudulent palls, findly became
PrimeMinister of Bangladesh
in 1966, the public wasgiven
theimpressionthat theirswas
a happy marriage. They had
two childrenintheir 20sliving
intheUnited States.

But about six monthsago, the
truth surfaced whenthe Prime
Minister’'shusband, Dr. Mia,
anuclear phycisist and former
head of the country’s atomic
energy commission, returnedto
the PrimeMinister’sresidence
inDhaka

Dr Miawasenraged when he
found hisroom “wasbeing oc-
cupied by somethugs’ and I eft
inahuff.

He had had enough he said of
being pushed around by his

wife's “underlings’, and de-
cidedto hit back, especidly &f-
ter hewasdenied theuse of the
£45,000 Mitsubishi Pgjerothe
coupleowned. Hewastold that
it had been givento an* under-
ling.” Hewascurtly told thet thet
told he had been banned from
drivingit. Dr Miawent baligtic.
Hekickedinthe headlights of
the Pgjero.
Inamorereflectivemood later,
he confessed to aDhakanews-
paper that he* had thisto draw
theattention of thePrimeMin-
ister He added: “1 had no in-
tention of breaking the head-
lightsbut they smply shattered
when| kicked them.”

Dr Mia also added for good
measurethat the PrimeMinis-
ter was" half educated andsm-

ply not fittogovern.

Dr Mia sunscientific behaviour
earned him widespread con-
demnation inthe Bangladeshi
press. One of them described
his own unique form of road
rageas" nuclear insanity.”
Thisdid not upset Dr Mia, who
meagnanimoudy replied: “I think
it' sagood comment. Scientists
sometimesbehaveinastrange
faghion.”

We had the Shogun two
months after Dr Miahad in-
flicted such grieviousbodily
harm on the unoffending
Pgjero. We can understand his
frudtrationa over hiusbanning.
Not many will goto such ex-
tremesingmilar cdrcumstances,
but | am surethe massed ranks
Shogun ownerswill dsosym-

pathisewiththescientist.

Not surprisng whenwelearn
that the Shogun (Pajero or
Monterro in some countries)
isoneof theworld’ sbest sell-
ing off roaders. Over 21 mil-
lion havebeen manufacturedin
14 yearswith over 2000 units
sold every year in 158 coun-
tries.

TheShogun's irresstiblecharm
liesinitsstyle, luxury, safety and
economy. They say once a
Shogun owner always a Sho-
gun owner. What better con-
firmation of thisthan by asci-
entist like Dr Mia. Had they
been alittlemore considerate
and given him the use of the
Pajero, he may have thought
morekindly of hiswifewhohe
dismissesas"hdf educated and
unfittogovern.”
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The New Fiesta was launched in Barcelona in October. Robert Govender who tested
thevery first Fiestain 1977, was there to welcome the latest incarnation of Britain’s
best-selling small car over the past 15 years.

Sill as Economical as Ever, and

much more Sylish too!

The new Fiestasare con
spicuoudy stylish. The
exterior hasbeen rede-
signedwith someeye-catching
features—trapezoid headlamps,
body coloured bumpers and
mathematically precise and
aestheticaly appedingnewlines
inthebonnet and front wings.
The line-up is: Encore, Fi-
nesse, Zetec, LX and Ghia.
The sporty Zetec-S model,
gpparently something of asen-
sation, was an absent friend.
Thisreportedly aluring model
takesitsbow inthe showrooms
inearly 2000.

TheFiestaisthefirstcarinits
division with head-and-chest
sideairbags. There'saso air-
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conditioningand ABSwithnew
trim options, asecurity immo-
bilizer and a high-level third
brakelight as standard.

lan MaAllister, Chairman and
MD of Ford, hasgot it right:
“Part of its(the Fiesta's) attrac-
tionisundoubtedly itsexcellent
vauefor money.”

The new Fiestas, like their
predecessors, retainthecharm,
practicality and dignity that ap-
pealsto maleand femaleand
theyoung and not so young. It
isagentle, unaggressive, yet
lively and vigorouscar. Itsap-
peal has always been to the
prudent car-buyer, onewhois
not concerned with power and
thrust, but with acomfortable
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ride, easy handling and secure
road holding. The Fiestaper-
sons, and Britain seemsto be
full of them, areeconomy con-
scious. They set great store by
frugal fuel consumption. The
Festaisascharming as Shake-
speare’s Portia. It is also as
parsmoniousas Shylock.

In addition serviceisreason-
able, andthereisasensiblein-
surancerating sarting from4E.
Thefaciaisbright and cheer-
ful, especialy inwinter nights
when drivers appreciate a
warm and hospitableambience.
There splenty of leg and head-
room, and a quite spacious
boot.

Barcelona's rural and main
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roads, originaly built for more
primitive forms of transport,
havenot completely adjustedto
ardatively new phenomenon—
democratic car ownershipona
mass scale and an industrial
growth that spawns jugger-
nauts. Theroadsarestill very
muchlikethey werein pre-Civil
War timeswhen carswerefew
and mule- drivenwagonswere
many. Theroadsare hazardous
and particularly treacherousin
the rural areas. The Fiestas
werereassuringly sereneand
unruffled. They also caledfor
anequable, unexcitabledriving
temperament.

With thiscombination, wedid
thenecessary. Drivesafely and

enjoyably. On more urbane
roads, such asinthiscountry,
the Fiestaswill giveyou even
greater pleasure.

Car manufacturersmakemuch
of acar’spotency. Ford have
wisely refused to play that
game with the Fiestas. Their
appeal isnot to the power lust,
but to reason. About timetoo,
for there are probably more
peoplein Britain who attach
greater importance to safety,
security and reliability thanto
speed andtinsdl glamour.

FORD FIESTA ZETEC-S:
The elegant embodiment of
Ford’s “value for money

policy.”
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